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them at the head of a strong army, mercilessly put down the rebel-
lion and defeated them at Drogheda, Wexford, Killkenny and other
places (164^.). The unarmed Irish were killed in thousands, St.
Peter's Church where many Irish had taken refuge was set on fire
and destroyed. Many Irish were sent as slaves to Barbados. The re-
bellion was crushed with full force and in three months Cromwell
was master of Ireland. Ultimately Ireland was united with England.

War with Scotand. Like Ireland, Scotland too supported the
cause of Prince Charles and showed every practical sympathy for the
Stuarts. After receiving the news of the execution of Charles I, the
Scots at once proclaimed Prince Charles as the king of England.
Charles II landed in Scotland in 1650 and the Covenanters were will-
ing to fight for him and give him every support when he swore to
uphold the Government and the Presbyterian religion. Cromwell was
sent to Scotland with an army of sixteen thousand men to control
the situation. He defeated the Scots under David Leslie who were
seized with great terror and panic. Many Scots were killed or taken
prisoner and all their baggage and artillery seized in the battle of
Dunbar. In 1651 a new army was formed by the Royalists and Co-
venanters, and Charles II was cro'wned at Scone after swearing to
observe the League and Covenant. Cromwell gained possession of
Fife, and cut Charles off from the north of Scotland. Charles march-
ed southwards. Cromwell overtook and defeated him in the battle
of Worcester. General Leslie was taken prisoner, and Charles fled
in disguise to Normandy. Thus the royal cause in Scotland was des-
troyed.

War with Holland. In 1651 the English Parliament passed the
Navigation Act which laid down that the goods imported to England
were to be carried in English ships or in the ships of the country which
produced the goods. The Dutch (the people of Holland) had been
following the 'carrying trade* (carrying goods from one place to an-
other) for some time and thus making great profits. The Navigation
Act seriously affected the Dutch carrying-trade and caused them im-
mense loss, 'Their shipping industry suffered a great loss, as the
Dutch were the chief carriers from foreign countries,* This led to a
war between England and Holland which lasted from 1652 to 1654.
The Dutch fleet under Admiral Tromp was defeated by the English
under Blake in the English Channel. The war continued with vary-
ing fortunes, but the Dutch were completely defeated in the end.
Peace was made between the two countries and the Dutch agreed to
the Navigation Act and acknowledged the English supremacy on the
sea. The treaty with Holland proved highly advantageous to Eng-
land.

Formation of the Protestant League. Cromwell made a leaene
of the four Protestant countries known as the Protestant League. The
League consisted of Denmark, Sweden, Holland and England. He
was in the true sense a saviour of Protestantism and spared no oppor-
tunity to protect them. He concluded a treaty with France and
thereby saved the French Protestants from persecution. The Protes-